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Curriculum Development and 
Implementation policy 

 
 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 
We discern a close correlation between the three pillars of Catholic Identity, Pedagogy and Ecological 
Conversion underpinned by our three values of Positivity, Trustfulness and Support.   
 
As a Catholic Parish School our ethos is nurtured under the over-arching precepts of the SACCS Vision 
Statement and the Salisbury Parish Vision. Importantly, Holy Family is active in shaping an 
understanding of the Parish Vision for a preferred future.  
 
Living Learning Leading Framework 
The Living Learning Leading Framework gives our school a foundation for understanding what we do 
in Catholic Education –who we are, what we value and how we partner with our families to ensure our 
students thrive. We use the framework as our commitment to our students and our understanding of all 
people –we see them as ‘thriving people, capable learners, leaders for the world God desires.’ 
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The Australian Curriculum 
The Australian Curriculum describes a learning entitlement for each Australian student that provides a 
foundation for successful, lifelong learning and participation in the Australian community. 
 
The Australian Curriculum is used to design learning for English, Mathematics, Science, History and 
Geography for Reception to Year 10. 
 
Crossways 
Crossways is the religious education framework for South Australian Catholic Schools.  This Framework 
is designed so that students will engage with their own worlds of meaning and make links with 
Catholicism as a believing, living, celebrating and praying religious Tradition. 
 
The curriculum is described by ACARA which embraces the capability philosophy, and addresses means 
of Action Plans for each Key Learning Area (KLA) and Cross Curriculum Priorities. 
 
Key Learning Areas 
Religion - Religious Education deepens students’ understanding of the Tradition and develops an 
appreciation of its significance in their lives, so that they may participate effectively in the life of the 
Church and wider society.  
 
English - English extends the students’ proficiency in Listening, Reading and Viewing, and Writing 
(including Grammar and Spelling) to learn about texts, use language strategies and apply this 
knowledge and understanding to a range of contexts, purposes and audiences. 
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Mathematics - Students learn the Characteristic ways of thinking and working to enable the 
development of mathematical ideas, along with the application and communication of these concepts 
in a wide range of contexts. 
 
Science - Science allows students to develop ways of investigating, describing, understanding the 
physical and biological world.  Students are encouraged to seek and use evidence as the basis for 
forming ideas and taking actions and to develop a responsible attitude towards the environment. 
 
Humanities and Social Sciences - Humanities and Social Sciences empowers students to shape change 
by developing a range of skills to enable them to make informed decisions and solve problems. The 
subject provides students with the skills, behaviours and capabilities that will equip them to face 
challenges in their lifetime and to participate in and contribute to the wellbeing and sustainability of 
the environment, the economy and society. Through studying Humanities and Social Sciences, students 
are given opportunities to develop their ability to question, think critically, solve problems, 
communicate effectively, make decisions and adapt to change 
 
Design and Technology - Students develop understandings about people, diversity and the 
technological world, and learn to question by assessing their own and others’ products, processes 
and systems. 
 
Health and Physical Education - Studies include Health and Physical Education to promote active and 
healthy lifestyles, and awareness of Family Life Education and Protective Behaviours to enable 
students to make informed decisions about issues related to lifelong independent living and their own 
and others’ wellbeing. 
 
The Arts - These studies include Dance, Drama, Music, Media Studies and Visual Arts.  Students 
acquire knowledge and skills in critiquing, designing and making that will equip them with lifelong 
skills to develop creative and powerful ways of expressing themselves through the arts. 
 
Spanish - Students learn the language and the appreciation of its culture through active and practical 
involvement in its use.  Through such activities they integrate the four skills of listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. 

 
The Australian Curriculum must be both relevant to the lives of students and address the contemporary 
issues they face. With this and the education goals of the Melbourne Declaration in mind, the curriculum 
gives special attention these three Cross Curriculum priorities: 
 
§ Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures will allow all young Australians the 

opportunity to gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander histories and cultures, their significance for Australia and the impact these have had, 
and continue to have, on our world. 

 
§ Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia will allow all young Australians to develop a 

better understanding of the countries and cultures of the Asia region. Students will develop an 
appreciation of the economic, political and cultural interconnections that Australia has with the 
region. 

 
§ Sustainability will allow all young Australians to develop an appreciation of the need for more 

sustainable patterns of living, and to build the capacities for thinking and acting that are 
necessary to create a more sustainable future. 

 
The cross-curriculum priorities are embedded in learning areas as appropriate. When planning 
teaching and learning programs for the Australian curriculum, teachers will notice that the three cross-
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curriculum priorities have a strong but varying presence depending on their relevance to the learning 
area. 
 
Within each learning area, individual content descriptions and elaborations have been tagged to show 
links to the cross-curriculum priorities. 
 
General Capabilities 
The general capabilities encompass the knowledge, skills, behaviours and dispositions that, together 
with curriculum content in each learning area and the cross-curriculum priorities, will assist students to 
live and work successfully in the twenty-first century.  
 
Literacy - Students become literate as they develop the knowledge, skills and dispositions to interpret 
and use language confidently for learning and communicating in and out of school and for 
participating effectively in society. Literacy involves students in listening to, reading, viewing, speaking, 
writing and creating oral, print, visual and digital texts, and using and modifying language for 
different purposes in a range of contexts. 
 
Numeracy - Students become numerate as they develop the knowledge and skills to use mathematics 
confidently across other learning areas at school and in their lives more broadly. Numeracy involves 
students in recognising and understanding the role of mathematics in the world and having the 
dispositions and capacities to use mathematical knowledge and skills purposefully. 
 
Information and Communication Technologies (ICT’s) Capability - Students develop ICT capability as they 
learn to use ICT effectively and appropriately to access, create and communicate information and 
ideas, solve problems and work collaboratively in all learning areas at school, and in their lives beyond 
school. 
 
Critical and Creative Thinking - Students develop capability in critical and creative thinking as they 
learn to generate and evaluate knowledge, clarify concepts and ideas, seek possibilities, consider 
alternatives and solve problems. 
 
Personal and Social Capability - Students develop personal and social capability as they learn to 
understand themselves and others, and manage their relationships, lives, work and learning more 
effectively. 
 
Ethical Understanding - Students develop ethical understanding as they identify and investigate the 
nature of ethical concepts, values and character traits, and understand how reasoning can assist ethical 
judgment. 
 
Intercultural Understanding - Students develop intercultural understanding as they learn to value their 
own cultures, languages and beliefs, and those of others. They learn to understand how personal, 
group and national identities are shaped, and the variable and changing nature of culture. 
 
Further information can be found on the cross-curriculum priorities home page on the Australian 
Curriculum website at www.australiancurriculum.edu.au. 
 
In planning programs, we take into account the wide and varied needs of children in our school.  We 
use contemporary curriculum guidelines including the Australian Curriculum. Within the curriculum we 
focus on how children learn by providing a contemporary pedagogy that incorporates the general 
capabilities, elements of positive education and other competencies.  
 
Teachers use ACARA to create a yearly overview accompanied with Unit Plans each term for each 
KLA. Class teachers present Learning Designs catering for individual needs of students in their class 
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evidenced by daily teaching and learning observation and notes.  Teachers plans also reflect 
modifications made to allow all students to access the curriculum. 
 
We encourage our students to strive for excellence. Detailed learning designs are created for Religious 
Education, English, Mathematics, Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS), Information and 
Communication Technology, Spanish, Science, Arts and Health/PE. 
 
Our pedagogy is shaped by our Teaching and Learning Values.  At Holy Family Catholic School, we: 
§ provide a safe learning environment 
§ access the unique features such as Fish Farm, Curiosity, MMM Centre, external courts 
§ encourage the children to create their own authentic knowledge 
§ embrace the inquiry philosophy  
§ provide quality education 
§ promote collaborative learning 
§ believe that all children can be successful 
§ believe that children have 100 languages to share their learning 
§ promote positive learning modelling by staff 
§ confirm that our prime purpose is learning 
§ promote family engagement and participation in student learning 
§ engender a friendly, welcoming spirit in our learning community 
§ celebrate our cultural diversity  
§ embrace the reality that we are all life-long learners 
§ expect comprehensive learning design by our teachers 
§ use ICT to enhance teaching and learning 
§ promote the development of personal responsibility for learning with our Behaviour Education 

and Pastoral Care initiatives  
§ feature pastoral care as a prime concern in our community of learners 
§ continue to develop new learning philosophies for children 
§ model, guide and share learners towards independent learning 
 
SCHOOL’S DRIVERS 
Holy Family has collectively created 5 drivers as a point of mission for students to be resilient agents 
of learning and achievement: 
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Each driver for change is pivotal to enhance learning opportunities for all members of the Holy Family 
community.  
 
ASSESSMENT 
Refer to the Assessment, Reporting and Evaluation Policy. 
 
STAFF PARTICIPATION IN CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT/ADAPTATION 
There is a very strong culture of coaching, sharing and collaboration at Holy Family. This engenders a 
real sense of ownership over key initiatives in areas such as curriculum development and adaption. The 
Leadership of the school are very transparent and always invite staff feedback and input into this 
process. In the area of curriculum, teachers are kept abreast of any developments and asked to 
participate in discussions and planning at a local level.  
 
ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE/DIALECT (EAL/D) 
The Equity and Excellence (E&E) team work closely with classroom teachers to support students who 
meet the EAL/D criteria. Using the Learning English: Achievement and Proficiency (LEAP) Framework, 
the E&E Team scales all EAL/D students to identify the support required by students. Our E&E team 
work in the classroom with students to support their oral and written language development either in 
small groups or 1 to 1. 
 
We also have a Community Liaison Worker who supports our Vietnamese students and families. Their 
role is to work with students, communicate with families and also translate correspondence into 
Vietnamese. 
 
INCLUSIVE EDUCATION 
We have students with additional needs that require adjustments to access learning.  The support for 
children is provided in their classroom by experienced educators.  These educators collaborate with 
classroom teachers to deliver personalised adjustments ensuring access to the curriculum for all learners.  
 
Teachers are supported to engage in professional learning, collaborate with allied health workers and 
meet with families and caregivers to ensure a holistic approach to student achievement.  
 
Outside Agencies 
At the school we have private allied health workers who come and work with students on a privately 
funded basis.   
 
INDIGENOUS STUDENT SUPPORT 
For Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island (ATSI) Indigenous students who require additional support, the 
school is able to apply through the Catholic Education Office.  
 
 


